
Receivership 

Community Development & 
Non-profit Housing Perspective





WHY DO IT?

Approached with a  non-profit’s triple bottom line mind set:

• Profit  -> Advances financial and/or goodwill position  
• People -> Mission-based
• Planet  -> Sustainable, enhances neighborhood environment



MAJOR CHALLENGES

• Financially Risky

• Our housing production model requires affordable outcomes and 
subsidies → Receiverships are not and easy or natural fit

• Highly regulated

• rooted in litigation 

• Our mission based outcome is never assured

THE REWARD 
• It has usually had a good outcome !



Beacon Ave, Holyoke

Lincoln Ave, Holyoke

Ely St, Holyoke

Beech Street, Holyoke

Lyman Street, Holyoke



SCOPE OF WORK

Due to the fact that this property has been abandoned by its owner and has 
serious and long standing code violations, including but not limited to, a failing 
roof system and collapsed sections of the first floor, the Receiver has 
determined that the best course of action is to demolish the building at the 
premises and fill, grade and seed the site.

Accepted by Housing Court on May 7, 2019   Case # 19 CV 199





246 Lyman was the home of Edward Lisowski, who passed away on Nov. 19, 2014

The Lisowski family has owned the house since 1971.

No surviving family member has claimed ownership or responsibility of the house.

The City has been trying to enforce numerous code violations for over 4 years.

This resulted in the appointment of a receiver on  March 26, 2019




