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HIGHLIGHTS OF MACDC’S ENGAGEMENT IN THE HEALTH EQUITY SPACE

2018
MACDC adopts “Driving the 

Convergence of Health 
Equity and Community 

Development” as one of our 
Strategic Priorities

1982
MACDC is founded.

Since its founding, MACDC has 
supported its members’ work, 

including work that impacts 
community health outcomes

2014
MACDC partners with MAPC, HRiA, 

and DPH to complete a Health 
Needs Assessment in which ways 

that CDCs impact community 
health outcomes are mapped out

2019
MACDC hires its first Director of 

Health Equity allowing for a deeper 
engagement in health-related 

work, focusing on member 
services, advocacy, training, and 

research

2017-2018
The MA DPH and AGO update DoN regulations 

and Community Benefits Guidelines, 
respectively, to require/encourage hospitals to 
support upstream investments in Community 

Health increasing funding opportunities for 
CDCs in the health space



HIGHLIGHTS OF MACDC’S ENGAGEMENT IN THE HEALTH EQUITY SPACE

2020
The COVID-19 pandemic 

accelerates CDCs 
engagement in the health 

space

2022
MACDC is awarded a 5-
year $1 million grant to 

address health 
disparities related to 

housing quality

2023
Along with the Green and Healthy Homes Initiative, 

MACDC publishes a report Advancing Housing Quality 
and Health Equity in Massachusetts: A Path Toward 

Addressing Lead Paint and Indoor Air Quality. Close to 
100 people attend the Housing Quality and Health Equity 

Initiative Kickoff at which initial findings and 
recommendations are shared

2024
The Massachusetts Healthy Homes 
Program is signed into law opening 
up possibilities for housing quality 
improvement throughout the state

2021
MACDC publishes a 

guide to reading a 
Hospital's Community 

Benefits report and hosts 
an open house for 

hospitals to learn about 
partnering with CDCs
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In 2014 MACDC partners with MAPC, HRiA, and DPH to complete a Health 
Impact Assessment which details the ways that CDCs impact community health outcomes



What pathways do CDCs 
use to address health 

inequities in their 
communities?

• Housing
• Commercial real estate/mixed use 

development
• Transportation
• Community open space
• Brownfield redevelopment
• Classes and programs
• Advocacy

In 2014 MACDC partners with MAPC, HRiA, and DPH to complete a Health 
Impact Assessment which details the ways that CDCs impact community health outcomes



In 2014 MACDC partners with MAPC, HRiA, and DPH to complete a Health 
Impact Assessment which details the ways that CDCs impact community health outcomes
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Health Priorities Identified By MA DPH in 2017

Social 
Environment

Built
Environment

Housing

Employment

Education

Violence
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Convergence of 
Health Equity and 

Community 
Development” as 

one of our Strategic 
Priorities
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In 2019 MACDC hires its first Director of Health Equity allowing for a deeper 
engagement in health-related work

Member 
Services

Policy Including 
Coalition Work

Research and 
Publications

Training



Member 
Services

Over twenty individuals 
joined MACDC for a 
recent Health Equity 

Committee Field Trip to 
Revitalize CDC 

in Springfield where we 
learned about local health 

equity work



In 2021 MACDC publishes a guide to 
reading a Hospital's Community Benefits 

report and hosts an open house for 
hospitals to learn about partnering with 

CDCs

Research and Publications



Policy and Coalition Work



MACDC's popular "Introduction to the Convergence of Health 
Equity and Community Development Training"

Trainings
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The Future of MACDC’s Engagement in the Health Equity 
Space

What do you see as the next stage in MACDC’s Housing Quality and Health work?

What are best ways for MACDC to support your work in the health space going forward?

What are ways that you can measure the work that you currently do in the health space?

In addition to supporting your work and our leadership in the Housing Quality and Health 
space, where do you think MACDC’s Health work should be focused going forward?

Should the evolving federal landscape change MACDC's focus in the health space?

2025 and Beyond



Questions? Want to Discuss Further?

Elana Brochin
Director of Health Equity
Elanab@macdc.org

Grace Dowling
Health Equity Intern
Graced@macdc.org


